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IN THE LITERARY FIELD ™
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LITERARY TANTE, ESPECIALLY 1IN
NOVEL READING, IS PROGRESSIVE.

— - -

A Former Indinnian, Whe Is Also a
Novelist, Talks Abount Books—

Length of the Story—Gossip.

Writer Iin
novelist who
of Engiland
was never al
of this ne
gquotation I
nvbody who loved
i .'t the fantastic
paradox and appls ks. Taste In
reading Is progressive. The boy who begins
with detective stories and tales of Indlan
fighting need not be despaired of. If he be

& healthy-minded s b re that he will

Boon 'r' come this class oL

sensational fOction £ ill gradually ad-

vaice 1o s ries of “ad pture | a betier
type he mere ap i » reading will
demand variety i he finds If intro-
dguced he masters. English and Ameri-
car aid nothing about serious

reading. H yught in ti chool. 1t

is the fau f teacher if the pupil does
not become interested In f the great
historical works an tandard blographlies.
Girls w y bein with L by Charlotts
M. Braeme and Berth 'lay get tired of

fiction of ence gives

I.ibrarians

among adult read-

with ephemeral fiction, are

gradually led to Scott, Dickens, Thackeray,
GROrg: ot and Charloite Bronte, and
eventually discover for themselves the de-

lights that lie in the great treasure house
of English literature. Perhaps the generali-
zation does not hold true in all cases, but
it is quite justitied by the facts

Il am not one of those who regard novel
reading as an unmixed evil nowadays
Vriters of fiction are obliged to bring an
equipment Lo TEH'!f 't'-"lk w 1.':1' h was not de-
manded twenty or thirty years ago. Then
they (iwrl-'h'l-'l exclusively on fmagination
added to a more or lesgss ample knowledge
of men and women. I remember talking
over this ibject on one occasion with the
Jate Alfred Waimesley one of the most
widely read men that it has ever been my
fortune to encounter. Though an English-
man by birth, he spent the years of a gen-
eration of men in Philadelphia. During the
greater part of that time he was chief
proafreader of the Publie Ledger. We were
talking of Thackera “Why.” sald Mr.
Walmesley in hiz gquizzical way, “if Thack-
eray were writing in these davs he '-\'m_;l-'l
find it hard to sell his books. No magazine
would have them. He didn’'t know anything.
To write novels and stories to meet the
present demand yvou must know all about
mining coal, or bullding a !lighthouse, or
running a locomotive engine, or something
of that =ort. You must tell readers some-
thing they do not Enow, somelning thev
may Imagine s useful. and puat It in the
form of an Interesting story in order to
gain the attention of editors and publish-
ers.” [ remarked that Thackeray Knew a
EBreat deal about one thing—human nature;
but Mr. Walmesley insisted that such
knowledge was not enough for the modern
novellst

Now there is a great deal of truth at the
bottom of this. You cannot read an ordi-
narily well-written novel without learning
gomething, or, perhaps, a variety of things.
This is one of the interesting devel
of the nove! in our time, It is
a Jane Austin to come 1o |
the novel as she did with s
fn a passage in *“*N
tainly 1 regar it : ) TH
better reading for ; - i « ) fic-
tion. To history, blograph! d memoiss
the writers f fiction go for manv of their
plots and materials, [t has always seemed
virious to me that readers prefer to take
thelr history and blograph diluted in the
form of a novel when such a splendid ap-
]“'H’l e made 1o the imagination In works
such a=s thosge of Motley, Prescott and
Farkman, which are written in a ¢ th
few writers of fiction have ever

The lLength of the Story.

New York Times Literary Review

What is a desirable length in a storyv.
This is a guestion that often puzzles the
beginner in literature. And yet it is by no
means difficult to answer. Most editors of
perifodicals agree with regard to the ideal
length of the short story: that it should be
between 2000 and 5080 waords., It sounds as
if it might be easy to write a story of this
length; but professional story writers know
better. They will tell you that it i=s more
difficult to take a good theme and develop
it logically and convincingly, at the same
time bringing out the full dramatic value,
without writing two or three times 5.0800

pments

-

words. One successful short story writer
says that he writea without thinking of
the length of a stor) letting It develop
itself. When it is finished he has Lty pe-
writtea, then he carefully revises It, « -
ting it down to ths average magazine
length. In this way he occasionally sacri-
firen several thousand words: but he be-
lieves that the pruning greatly strengthens
the work. ““There are ailways weak places
in n story that a writer is perfectly well
aware of, e SAYS “1 eall them ‘soft
spots.” Well, when 1 cut, 1 try to remove
those soft spots, and it is wgnderful how
much more vigor the whele story seems to
gain.

Some magazine editors consent to publish
stories as long as 000 words, but only for
exceptional reasons—because the work iIs
particularly fine or because it comes from
an author strong enough to merit the priv-
ilege. More rarely tories of between 12.000
or oM words find acceptance in the peri-
odicals and are published in two parts.
There. however. are less short stories than
novelettes, and 1t 1= a well-known fact,
greatly deplored by the way, by Mr. W. D.
Howelis, that novelettes are not fdvored
by the American public. Mr. Howells has
dolefully referred Lo the charming work in
the form of the novelette done by the for-
eign writers. Besides being ) ng for
the periodicals, the novele S O T <short
for book publication ; =evernl
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that the public may tire of romantic nuﬂ
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ng In early September

A0, a cab drew up at the

New York club which has

upon Its exclusiveness

decorum which prevalls

within it walls. From this cab stepped a

gentleman of dignifiled, almost distun-

guished mien, who was saluted with much

cference by one of the younger members,
who paused to greet him on the steps.

““1 shall go back to-night,'’" said the new-
comer. “1 only came over for the day to
stralghten out a little matter in one of the
down-town districts.”” Then the gentleman
Gf distinguished mein made his way to the
smoking room., seated himself at a small

| round table and called for a cigar and the
morning newspaper.

Now the membership of this club Iis

made up largely of wealthy, distinguished

and cons=servative citizens of advanced

most clannish of these were grouped about
the open fireplace as the newcomer en-
tered. They eyed him suspiciously and
wondered who he was. No one could rec-
| ognize him, and the belief grew that some
| stranger had straved in at the easily

1
i years, and three or four of the oldest and
|
|

| swinging doors under the impression that

l[l'.' was entering a cafe., The attendant

was questioned, but he did not know the
| mysterious visitor's name. Thereupon he
was dircted to bring the signed cheek to
| the group at the fireside, in order that
| they might read the name and =ee if it
was upon the club membership list. Thao

servant did as he was told, and, just as

the visitor passed down the the steps to
his eab, the leader of the Inquisition de-
ciphered the autograph on the bit of col-

| ored paper and startled the others by read-
ing it aloud. It was the name of the then

President of the TTnited States.

And while the old gentlemen were looking
at one another in blank surprise and won-
dering how it eould have been that they
had failed to recognige a visitor of such
distinction the cab was bearing him swiftiy
to a quarter of tha town which is situated
about one mile to the south of the aristo-

| eratic club in which he had passed un-

| noticed,

: Not far from Grand street the cab turned

down a narrow street, passing the Kkettle
of a hot corn vendor, which was beginning
| to send forth its appetizing odors, and

plunged into the very heart of this dis-

| trict, where history is reckoned from the

' reigns of the different police captains and

politics is the chief industry of the inhab-
| itants. Lying to the east of the Bowery,

| and taking in both sides of that thorough-

fare on the blocks where the cheap lodging
housesg are the most plentiful, this assem-
bly disirict has long been regarded as one
of the most important political battle-
grounds in the country, and one whose vote
in a ¢lose contest might easily determine

the result of a presidential eleetion

Half a dozen men were standing in a

group at the corner of a narrow, evil-smell-
ing street that runs parallel to the Bower)

“There he comes now,”” said one of them,
as the cab drew up in front of a4 smail,

dingy-looking =aloon, osteniatiously closed, _

barred and padlocked in deference to Lhe

PW The President alighted and walked
gquickly through the =ide door., wiich Hew
open the moment he touched the pavement,
and closed sharply upon him az he passed
lnside, The hailfl 4 men =trolied away,

ning the whole dist
i h wwledge of zomething ths

never found ils uy Iinto print, and s even
now known to but very few

of Manhatia

o inside the adoar,

walked swiftly through a narrow
formed by rows of dusty liquor casks and
intae the dark and grimyv back room. in
which sat the taciturn, hard-headed little
Irishman, who was at once the owner of
the =aloon, the leader of his district and
the wielder of a political power so greut
and far-reaching as to compel the presenc
in his groggery that morning of the chief
executive of the Nation

And while these two men—the one a self-
appointed Irish-American Warwick, the
other a ruler chosen by the franchises of a
free and enlightened peonle—are facing
each olher acrosgs the llquor-stained table
deep in their discussion of the entangle-
ments which have arisen over the distribu-
tion of patronage—regarded here as the
legitimate loot of political battle—let us
take a glance at the extraordinary system
that has grown un from the ballot box
and rendered possible just such a meeting
28 1 have described

T he assembly district In which this
mecting took place is situated in the maost
densely populated corner of the town and
contains about 500 votes, for here popu-
lation is not estimated by human souls,
but by votes. Women and children, *heing
unable to exercise the franchise, are not
considered in the count. The district con-
tains a comparatively small native anl
| Irigh element and a very large number of
| Russian and Polish Jews, together with a
| goodly sprinkling of German, Hungarian
and Bohemian immigrants, who have lost
no time in becoming citizens of the repub-
| lie. Like other assembly districts, this one
is divided into voting districts, each one of
! which consists of a solid block or square
and contains from two to five hundred
votes, Each of these voting districts has
its own captain, who reports to and works
under the district leader

In nearly every case this captain iz a sa-
loon keeper, a circumstance -which has
given riss 1o the expresszfon “*saloon l"ii'
i

clan, " and to which is due the belief pre

ilent in the more

] 15¢ i & g
that polltical power s maintalned by the

simple process of supplving the voters with

T |!'_'i"k R 3 r Ot | i |

“All the world loves a Jover in just the
@I i wa) ne replied I remember

it Mr. Howells told me many vears AZO
hat a novelist must depend on women
readers for his success, and what s =0 ac-
ceptable to women—particulariv to yYoung
WO IV 1) i B romanti tale? It is 1lmost
tautology to speak of & romantic nowel, for
I belteve that all novels are romantic to a
certaln extent. Of course, we went through
twenty years of realism when many fam-
ous writers brought thelr work down closer
to real life, But we've emerged from that
perfiod and ¢ zain the pure romance is in
f;l'n“'

“Most of the literary men in New York
are busy grinding out work, which they
hope 1o get on the market before the book
boom dlez oul. Personally, | am not worryv-
ing about the remarkable Improvement in
the ook trade. 1 feel that It is a perma-
nent improvement. Fifteen vears ago Don
Piatt told me that in a few vears there
would be a phenomenal increase in the
sale of books. He painted to the number of
pupils who are graduated from high schools
every vyear, and =ald to me that these
voung people have acquired a taste for
reading, and must be supplied with reading

! material. His prophecy has come true, The

number of readers s growing apace with
the number of writers, and there 18 no rea-
son to belleve that the sale of books will
not MNcrease every yYear Mr Flatt ven-
tured the statement that the time would
come when many books would have sales
as large as 5,000, 1 wish that he were alive
to see the remarkable sales which many of

| the popular novels have had in the last few

yvears. He would realizse the truth of his

statement that our educational svstem is

developing readers

“I was talking with a number of literary
men a short time ago about how novels
gain their popularity, and we agreed that

o most cases books owe their wide creu-

=

polite grades of society |

the dis- 1

PEOPLE THAT ARE--“Hot-Corn Pete”

A Half True Tale of Ward Politics.

By JAMES L. FORD, Author of (“The Literary Shop,” Ete.) = - - - - . - Copyright, 1902, by James L. Ford.

THE

triet captain is generally a =aloon keeper
hecause the business of liguor s=elling is
one which can be profitably run in connec-
tion with polities. A saloon if a convenient
place of meeting at all times of the day
and night, and ranks with the barber shaop
as a collecting and disseminating point for
all the news and gos=sip of the neighbor-
hond. Living, as he generally does, in
rooms above hiz barroom, and spending
mo=t of his time behind his own bar, or in
his HNttle private office in the rear, it is an
38y MmMatter th the =aloon politician to
keep in touch with every one that dwells
within the four streets that mark the limitls
of his kingdom.

He must know the name and face of

{ every voter in his territory and to a cer-

tain extent thosze of their wives and chil-
dren He must keep the run of all bivths,
marriages amnd deaths, and attend every
christening and wedding Abave all,
must do reverence to the dead, for in
monient of bereavement it Is easy

closs to the hearts ol I e poor, the

pendent or the exiled  there {8 a2 wake in

' the distirict the captain s=steps softly in

amaong the mourners. press=es the hand of

the =orrowing mother or widow., gazes
pityingly at the corpse and praises in low.
svmpathetic tones the virtues of the dead.
He accepts an invitation to «drink. and on
taking his departure leaves behind him a
bottle or two of whisky and a box of cigars,
At the funeral. if the deceased has been a
person of any local consequence, the cap-

taln is usually to be found with mourning

emblems on his person in a carriage very |

near the hearss

But the saloon politician must be able to | ©

serve his fellows in many practical ways
or his power will soon disappear. If a Jew
peddler i= aprested for =eclling without a
license, he must use his influence with the

judge to have him discharzed, or if that is

impossible and the cuiprit is fined., he will |

find it expedient to pay the fine himself in

the hope of making the poor emigrant be- |

lieve that he—the rich and powerful saloon
keeper—is the anly friend the poor foreigner
has in the country. Fe must, moreover,
obtain bail for any of his clients who are
held for a bailable offense, and he is not

infrequently called upon to provide counsel
for those who are put on trial,

All these friendly offices help along his |

political aspirations and in due time build
up for him a persona! following, but 1 doubt
if all his efforts would have much avail
were it not for the extraordinary power
placed in his hands by the distribution of
what are called “labor tickets,” and this
labor ticket is the backbone of the whole
system of munieipal politics as practiced in
the city of New York.

The labor ticket Is simply a card entitling
Tts holder to & job on some specified mu-
nicipal work, Whenever men are needed
for work on the big pipes, or in Central
Park, or for street paving or street clean-
ing, or for anyvthing else that may be un-
dertaken by the city government, or by the
corporations that desire the good will of
that government, these tickets are issued
according to the number of men required,
When there is a distribution to be made
the fact speedily becomes known in all the
wards thalt are populated by the poorer
clagses, though there is very little excite-

ment in the “brow stone district, in-

lation to the advertising given them by
young women. When a woman likes a book
she tells all her men friends and her wom-
en friends about it. Then women have
more time to read than men, and the writ-
er who would succeed must strive to please
them.™’

An Unusual Bookseller.
London Mail.

Mr. W, M. Voynich, who has acquired an
almost international reputation as a dealer
In early-printed books, has had an unusual
career for a hbookseller. Mr. Vovnich is
a Pole, and belongs to one of the oldest
Polish noble families. It is remarkable. by
the way, that the Polish nobility used no
titles, and that the titles of eount they use

nowadays were bestowed on them either bv |

the Russian or Austrian governments. Mr.
Voynich was born in an age of revolution.
He read Karl Marx's “‘Das Kapital” when
he was thirteen, and was arrested for stu-

| dent agitation before he was fifteen. After-

whards he became an active revolutionist,
and was finally banished to the arctic re-
gion of Siberia

After many attempts to escape sufficient
money was conveyed to him to bribe his
way out of Stberia, through European Rus-
sia to Riga. Money is apparently all-power-
ful In Russia, and Mr. Vovnich was luck-
ily able to obtain funds enough to close
the eyes of the police on his long journey.
From Riga he came to England on a Baltie
steamer.

After a few years as secretary of the Free
Russia Seoclety, Mr. Voynich started busi-
ness as a bookseller with a capital of some-
thing less than a sovereign. He bought a
sack of books at a penny each from a man
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Gilbert Parker in Fiction.

Philadelphia Times.

Among the things said by Gilbert Parker
an address to
a fortnight

of fictzon
the Se=zame

1 must know truth to write fable.”
but cannot

of founding or that—of
or romanticism
Really great men have little time
for promulgating theories; they get hold of
a few principles and by these they live.”
individoal

aymbolism

of fiction
thrown on his own innate talent."
fighting are pnot
romance; nor are scup kktchens and divorce
courts necessarily realism ™

“In the very first chapter of the book
the note must be struck whieh shall recur
throughout the book like the motif in an

“Love and necessarily

*“There is oniy one test for a novel: that
it be first and before all 3 well-constructed
story; that it deal sincerely with human
life and character; that it
fesling; that It have insighy

be eloguent of
and revelation;

LEADER.

outside {he bedroom of the ex-assembly-

| man, and came down early in order to
| sweep the place out for his morning cock- |

{ tail. But now he was sleeping at the |

Progress Hotel, and “hanging out” at the
saloon of Florence MeManus, who was
Known to covet the captainey of the district
and whose fealty to the organization had
been seriously questioned.

In fact. for the first time in all the twen-
tv vears that he had lived and voted in the
district and at the very beginning of what
promised to be one of the fiercest political
struggles In the history of the country Hot
Corn Pete had kicked over the traces. Jim-
my Martin's tin extension roof knew him
no more, and the early morning bartender

| swept out the saloon himeelf to an ac-
| companiment of blasphemous mutterings,

The whole district knew of his defection.
and many there were who declared his
cause a just one. Meanwhile the MeManus
aloon prospered through a rush of sym-
pathetic custom.

The Irish leader of the district, ever on

the alert to scent possible disruption in the

party ranks, sent for the ex-assemblyman
and told him that the trouble must be
squared without delay; but Pete, whom he
found cheerfully erving his wares furthoer
up the block, refused point blank to return
to the fold, affirming that the party had
“done him dirt”" and threatening to look to
some other leader for the reward that
twenty yvears of patriotism fairly entitled
bim w. The captain conveyed this ulti-
matum to his chief, the latter looked grave
and angry. and Pete's sympathetic follow-
ing began to assume alarming proportions,
Discussion of the matter soon overstepped
the limits of the district and was heard in
Fourteenth street, in the ity Hall, at the
‘apitol and flnally at the seat of
Like port wine
it lost nothing

ourneyings
corn po* fr M n
up the block
Serious con-

seom laush-

th <1 [ ti L msidered

himan trifles that make the flotsam
anil jetsam of the East Side population.

It 15 much easier to realize the impor-
tance of the matter when we consider that
Hot Corn I'ete was the master of two
trades—not only hot corn, but politics as

well—and 1! all these things happened

on the e i Iection that promised to |

be as closely contested as that memorable
one in which 53 votes taken from one side
and given to the other in this very State
would have made Blaine President of the
I'nited States

Moreover, Pele's islike for hard work
was g0 great that he never asked for or de-
ired one of the labor tickets that were =0
cagerly covetad by the tollers of the neigh
horhood, and now Jimmy Martin himself

was forced to admit that no henchman of |

hi= had ever done more effective work o
been content with smaller rewards than
-
i

-’h!“ DT l -"“'!'!' :.:'i‘ llHT'r-{] [.-—.!_" A Th ]

reason on earth ave that his demand for a

"glllr'-' in which he should have ;:-n-'ni payv

and nothing to do had noat on been jz-

v
noread, but treated as a huge joke. Waorst

of all, e ex-assemblyman had had the

that it preserve idlosynerasy: but, before
all, that it be wholesame."”

Literary Notes,

The future New York home of Willlam
Dean Howells ig to be the house at 314
West Eightv-second street, which the au-
thor has purchased for $27,500.

The word “‘sentimental,” a good word,
a word with matter of mirth and irony
in it, is believed to have bheen coined by

Laurence Sterne Mr. lierbert Paul savs |

that it was first used by Sterne in 1740 in
a letter to Miss Lumley, whom he married
a vear afterward.

Librarian Eaton, of the “Booklovers' l.i-
brary,”” makes a plea for the eurrent fie-
tion about which Mr. Carnegie i2 so0 dubi-

ous., “Beginners,” he says, “read from the |

present back into the centuries—to-day's
newspaper, then the latest magazine, then
the current hook. From this baselin® the
plodding i= slow and sure back toward the
masterpleces."”

Mr. Robert Steele, of London, Is arrang-
ing to edit and publish the complete works
of Roger Bacon, the medigeval monk who
did not Invent either gunpowder or spec-
tacles, despite the popular bellef that he
¢id. He was, however, says the London
Mall, the frst man of his time to found
philosophy on experiment rather than on
authority, the process of reasoning followed
by Dr. Squeers in the education of pupils
at Dotheboys Hall.

Renan produced an unpleasant effect—one
of physical grossness—on Lord. Ronald, as
he did in his later years upon other vis-
ftors. “I called, with Mr. Pitman, on an-
other celebrity, Monsieur Renan. He is one
of the uncouthest and uncannlest-looking of
mortals—all head and belly, no legs to speak
of. A general look of a half frog half human

—

——

g
| ahaha |

audacity to offer him a ticket entitling him
to the privilege of doing hard manual work
on the big pipes.

It was then that the worm turned at last,
and the very next day FPete was crying his
succulent specialty a hundred vards away,
and the captain was beginning to wonder
how he wa=s= to get through the enormous
amount of work incidental to the canvass
and election without his aszistance.

Now Pete js a gentleman of lelsure from
the first Tuesday after the first Monday in
November until the opening of the hot corn
gseason in midsummer. No sooner are the
market stalls heaped high with the green-
tasseled ears than he sets up his kKettle and
devotes himself to the delightful practice
of a branch of the culinary art in which
he has not a single peer.

Politics begins with the waning of the
hot corn season in the East Side calendar,
and Pete's duties, which begin with the
canvass, are of a kind that can be per-
formed only by one who, ke himself, is
thoroughly in touch with hi=s neighbors.
Working under the direction of his captain,
he must see to it that all the drunken,
careless and uncertain voters on the block
are duly registered. He must attend all
political meetings in company with his
gang, or “push,’” as it is called in modern
slang, and«be personally resonsible for the
heartine=s of their applause. Through his
offices the same band of patriots are in-
duced to march in the political parades,
bearing torches and transparencies and
cheering frantically as they pass the resi-
dences of those candidates who have had
the forethought to "see” Pete in due sca-
gon. And at the cenclusion of these meet-
ings and parades it is Peter who is In-
trusted with the $10 note that is to be spent
in treating the boys, and careful he is, too,
to do the treating in the saloon of his own
captain.

As electfon day approaches, he contrives
to see the various voters in the interest of
his captain and “get their promise,” as the
phrase is. This part of his labor culmi-
nates in a burst of unusual activity on the
Saturdav night before election, when the
voters are coming home from work with
their wages in their pockets, And it is as
tonishing to learn how faithfully the prom-

ises made under these circumstances arve |

kept.
Hut it i on the day of election that Hot

Corn Pete finds himself with work of a

1 I'Jll\ delicate and confidential nature on

his hands. At the opening of the polls lie
seats himseif just outside the booth with a
list of the voters in the distriet in hi:
hands and carefully checks off each man
a® he enters,

At 1 o'clock the district captain, who has
been busy getting his followers to the polls
gince =unrise, takes a look at the list
“Has Denny Dineen voted yet?” he =ays,

“No,'' savs Pete, “He's working over at
the Erie basin and I told him we'd vol
his ballot for him.”

“Here, vou, Pat,” says the leader, turn-
ing to one of the loungers, “go in there and
vote Denny Dineen’s name for him. You,
Tom. ge in and vote for Patty Moran. lle
registered the day before he was killed.”

yn this way a score of voles are cast for
men who are working at some distant job,
or oo drunk to appear themselves, or who
have disd between the days of registration

and cjection

It is Hot Corn Pete's duty to see that all |

these illegal votes are cast in the interest
of his own party, and =0 long az no at-
tempt js made to poll those that belong to
the other side no oblection Is ralsed, ths
watchers taking the ground that no fraud
it committed, as the votes are cast with
the full consent and in accordance with th
political belief of the men who registered.

It was on the gtrength of these and other
rervices rendered to the party that Hot
Corn Pete based his claim for recognition
gt the hands of the United States govern-
ment, and it is because of its refusal to
meét his demands that he started a mutiny,
which might have spread through the
whole city had not the gentleman of the
distinguished mien come on from Wash-
ington for the express purpose of squaring
the matter

That the matter was squared, together
with sundry others in the course of the in-
terview between the two men in the district
leader's salom g8 a fact well known to
every one at all conversant with New York
politice, At any rate, before the week was
out, Hot Corn Pete once more swore f
to his party leader and retunm

iodging place on the ti

tension. In his inside pocket was
notitication from Wa
the secretary of

forth the fact that on the recommendation
of the collector of the port, ot Corn Pete
was duly appoinied ingpecior at the rate of
05 oa day. And to his eredit, be it gaid. that
those faithful oneg among his “push”™ who
went out with him had their reward, too,
For not one inch would Peter move his corn
pot until every man jack of them had re-
celved his appointment as laborer at 2
a day.

And neither the inspector, Pete, nor the

laborers who were appointed at his in-

stance, have anyvthing whatever to do ex-
cept 1o mign thelr names to the pay rolls

every morning and Araw their wages at the |
end of the month

And often on summer evenings when the
voice of Hot Corn Pete is heard on the
Bowery lifted up in praise of the conténts
of his iron pot, men famiilar with the his-
tory of the district will point him out to the

siranger from afar, saving:
“That's Hot Corn Pete, the man ghat

kicked up such a fuss that they couldn't
geitie it il the President of the 1'nited
States came on from Washington Lo BQuare
it him=elfl.”

being. He is most amiable and courteous in
manner. bt he has a tiresome way aof ap-
parently agreeing with whatever is said

The Tattler contains the following inter-
esting hit of gossip: Mr. Marion Crawford
was to have written the next serial story
for the Sphere It was to be entitled
“The Harvest of the Sword,” and was 1o
have been Mr Crawford's most ambitious
effort, including Dante, Paolo and Fran-
cesca, and other well-known characters of
that period in Its scheme But Mr. Craw-
ford has a consclence aver hi=s work, and
having written more than half the storv
on lines that did not give him =atisfaction
he has destroyed his manusceript, and con-
5(.,1;;.;;"}_\- postponed publication for SO«
months,

Books,

Same people ke to 4
Sent downward from

And some o'ér Shakspears
Lbhserving how €a« .. ine .

Ah, let Lthe tragic [t N&rm:
Entrance the pedants and the

1 want a book In which His arms
Surround Her when the story‘s told

Live

Let bibliomaniacs ery oul
With joy o'er musty tomes and rara
And babble foolishiy about
The dates they find imprinted thers:
1 care not how my book is bound, '
Nor what edition 1t may be
12 at the end His arms surround
The malden who Is falr to ses,

I hear some critics sigh for “‘style.*
~And others this and that deplore;

Forgsome the doll. bleak =ssay. while
T‘f- crowds arise demanding gorsy,

1 do not search for "“style’” por care
How oft the author may offend

It He that loves the lady fair
Comes up tricmphant at the end.

-8 E. Kuer, la Chicago Recard-Herald
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ON THE ISLE OF

»

PINES

AMERICAAS MARING INVESTMENTS
THERE WITH A VIEW TO PROMIT,

»

Not Included in Porte Rican Treaty,
but Annexation Is Desired<The

Natural Resources.

iphla Record.

American is making hia

very out-of-the-way corner of

orld Here in this long-abandoned

aunt of the West Indian buccaneer he

taking up his abode and applyving his rest-
g to the pursuit of trade,

. shadow of the gloomy old
quartel, that for a century held “within
its dark confines the hapless vietims of
Spanishh displeasure, there is 4 new sixty-
five-room hotel owned by Americans. A
dentist from Tennessee has put out his
gshingle; & blacksmith from Alabama says
he ig doing well; a man from lowa is sell-
ing groceries; a Pennsyivania capitalist is

| building an ice plant; a Georgla man has

made a start in the turpentine DUSIneSs
there ars several orange-growers from
Florida and California who have ocums-
menced the culture of that frullt; one
Pennsvivanian Las cleared a large iract
of land auad will ralse winter ygretableod
for sale in the States, while anothar man
from the same State s preparing to quar-
ry granite. In addition there are several
svnidlcates which have '.u‘l-h-‘.“-' 1 immense
tracts ot land, and will caltivate on a Iarge
scale oranges, tobacco and other producls,

The lsle of Pines is located just south
of the western part of Cuba It has about
1,20 sguare miles of territory, being thirty
miles wide and forty miles long. A lagoon,
shallow and narrow in some places and a
quarter of a mile wide at others, practically
divides the island into two parts. The ele-
vation of Its highest mountain is 1,700 feet.
It has abouat 260 inhabitants

WEALTH OF THE I1SL...

Its wealth consists, nrincipalily, of formas=
tions of rock, some of whic¢h is fine enough
for stituary purposes. The best quality of
this stone is either pure white or dark gray.
It is free of cracks or flaws and Is situated
in such a favorable manner that siabs of
any desired size can be taken out. The beds
vary from five to twenty-five feet in thicks
ness. There are also large forests of valu=-
able hard wood=, =uch as mahogany, cadar
and ebony, that heretofore have served no
other purpose than to make frewood for

| Lne native

The #oll in the more favored paris is &
rich loam mixed with sand, and the climate
ix very degirable, so that almost everything
that ETOWS I lropdea COuUniries, HH“h 5 ]
fruits, tobacco, coflee, rubber, SUEATr cane,
ete.. ean be produeced. A fine quality of nas-
tive grass that grows all the year makes
catils growing an industry of much
promiss

The capital and principal point on the
isiand is Nueva Gerona. about a mile and &
half from the mouth of the Las Casses
river. It has about 80 inhabitanis znd s

| growing rapidly. Santa Fe, thirteen milcs

dlstant from the capital, iz the next place
in importance, The first government road
built on the islapd connecis these Iwo
towns. These two places are distinguishal
by being the only postoffices on the island,
Santa Fe has some mincral springs that are
nquite noted. A man from Arizona and sevs=
o] English people were very wiling to
testify to Lienehts received during their so-
journ there. Many people from Havans
frequent the place

The ownership of the Isle of FPine= has
given rise to considerable discussion. When
the Paris treaty was signed there wus a
paragraph in it which read: “Spain codes
to the United States the Izland of Porto
Rico and all other islands now under Spane-
igh sovereignty In the West Indies.”™ This,
it would seem, certainly included the Isle

of Pines, which.ae lveated abo P | .
from Cuba
But it soon developed that nre wWa" a

doubt about the matter, the claim being
advanced that it was a part of Cuba, and

| therefors not contained within the mean-

ing or scope of the paragraph gquoted above
from the Parig treaty. The malter WwWias
taken up in the Platt amendment, which
contains-the following paragraph concerns-

| ing it: *““That the Isie of FPines shall be
| omitted from the proposed constitutionsl
| boundaries of Cuba, the title thereto being
| left to future judgment by treaty.”

ANNEXATION IS CERTAIN.
While this provided a means of settling
the dispute, the real point gt issue Is still
undetermined. It is quite likely, howewver,
that the island will be formally annexed

to the United 8tates during the preseng
-

| sesggion of CONEress.

More than half the land on the island is
owned by Americans, and nearly all owners
of other nationalities prefer annexation

| to any other form of government, A petls

tion has just been sent to Congress asking
to be taken in. and there is every likell-
!1111!!] ol its B D 'i\ ["I_"H,i‘.{" '|‘t"' '..“l!'a“‘ df’
not seem to care much about retaining
the island It was for many yYears 4 Span-
ish venal colony, used for confining Cuban
patriots and others, and Is regarded much
the same by the Cubans as the Hoera look
ypon St. Helena or as the friends of Drey-
fus think of Devil's island

The svndicates are going ahead with
their invesiments in “The Pines” as though
they were certain of its future (e con=-

rn has bought up the lapd of several
lurge eatates, and now controls 155,000 acres

wearly one-third of the inhabitable part of
the entire Island. Thiz concern operates i
own steamer and owns the hotel referred (o
in Nfeva Gerona, besides a large amount of
other pronerty in and around the capital
1 called upon the promoter, 8. H. Pearey,
formerly of Nashville, Tenn., and asked
him for a statement of the plans of i
company He said:

“New York capital is invested in the vens
ture. and the stock 18 all taken, Instead
of offering our land for sale we propose to
develop it. We have X, 6N aores fenced with
ceven strands of galvanized barbed wire
over 200 acres of which have been ilf‘.'n“t‘ti
and are ready for the plow. We have about
1%) tobaceo harng erected and ready for use,
and we will enter extensively into the cule
ture of tobacco and oranges. On account
f the freqguent cold spells in Florida many

Ol

of the arange growers from there are seeks
ing other fields, and we havs mauade are
rangements with many of these to cultivate
our land on shares. The =oil of the i=sland
will nroduce a quality of tobacoo equal te
the best produced in Cuba, and we expeat
to produce large quantities of this valuable
staple as soon &% we can complete our plans
and get them into effect
TITLES ARE GOOD

“We awn the entire northweastern corner
of *The Pines,” and expect to make & port
at the mouth of the Rio Nuevo river which
1s the largest stream of the island, There
aArs & Dout L ACTreE 1IN thi= T.I-‘.-l, wm[‘h
includes the entire peninsuia

Whe asked about annexation Mr. 1'!'4!‘(”
roplied ‘We, of course, desire to be an-
nexed. and think there Is not the slightest
doubr but that we shall be, but In any

| event we have spent large sums in perfects

ing our titles, and we are sure of them, Dy
matter what the result of this ownership
question ma} Tve If we gel annexation it
will meann a great saving o us in duties, a8
the 'nited States {5 the natural murket for
all our produets

The capitalists whn are investing !‘Uf‘h

| large sums= here claim (o have every assurs

ance that thelr expenditures will bring
them a rewurn One concern wiil riuse Is ITh=
ons. At present the U'ni States gols the
bulk of its =supply of this Truit from Cull=
fornia and Bielly. The duty on the product
of the latter country i 1 cent each, or 55
cents per box, which would be guite an
f profit In itself In the cours=e of &
I matter of tobacco it 18 sald
sy risk, for the regason that
thoroughly tested and ite
n i the large firms
cres here during
I W similar 10
the noted U0 rluet it the company
was #nabled 1o K its brands on the Mmars
ket without Y appreci decrease In
their guall
It is said there are fully ™ kinds of fsh
in the waters of the I=le af Plpea Thers
are aAbout two hundred varleties of birds,
and almost every sort of tree, plant and
shrub common to the tropice. The native
holds the beautiful royal palm in much the
same regard as he does the Hot Spring. He
knows the soll I8 very rich where the paitn
grows. It supplies him with leaves for the
roof of his house and bark for the sides
thereof, while his pig finds excellent forage
on the berries that fall from it. Inasmuch
as it supplies the most of the native wants
Il.lll(mml indesd. -




